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Rule 1. DEFINITIONS

In these Rules, the following definitions apply, except as expressly otherwise provided or as
necessary implication requires.

(a) Board

"Board" means the Board of Law Examiners of the State of Maryland.
(b) Court

"Court" means the Court of Appeals of Maryland.

(c) Code, Reference to

Reference to an article and section of the Code means the article and section of the
Annotated Code of Public General Laws of Maryland as from time to time amended.

() Filed

"Filed" means received in the office of the Secretary of the Board during normal business
hours.

(e) MBE

"MBE" means the Multi-state Bar Examination published by the National Conference of Bar
Examiners

() MPT

“MPT” means the Multistate Performance Test published by the National Conference of Bar
Examiners.

(g) Oath

"Oath" means a declaration or affirmation made under the penalties of perjury that a certain
Statement or fact is true.
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(h) State

"State" means (1) a state, possession, territory, or commonwealth of the United States or (2)
the District of Columbia.

Source: This Rule is derived from former Rule 1.

Rule 2. APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION AND PRELIMINARY
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY

(a) By Application

A person who meets the requirements of Rules 3 and 4 may apply for admission to the Bar

of this State by filing an applicaion for admission, accompanied by the prescribed fee, with the
Board.

Committee note: The application isthe first step in the admissions
process. These steps include application for admission, proof of
character, proof of graduation from an approved law school,
application to take a particuar bar examination, and passing of that
examination.

(b) Form of Application

Theapplication shall beon aform prescribed by the Board and shall beunder oath. Theform
shall dlicit the information the Board considers appropriate concerning the applicant's character,
education, and eligibility to become a candidate for admission. The application shall include an
authorization for release of confidential information pertaining to character and fitness for the
practice of law to a Character Committee, the Board, and the Court.

(c) Time for Filing
(1) Without Intent to Take Particular Examination
At any timeafter the completion of pre-legal studies, aperson may filean application for the

purpose of determining whether there are any existing impedimentsto the applicant's qualifications
for admission.

Committee note: Subsection (c)(1) of this Rule is particularly intended to
encourage personswhoseeligibility may bein questionfor reasonspertaining
to character and sufficiency of pre-legal educationto seek early review by the
Character Committee and Board.

(2) With Intent to Take Particular Examination
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An applicant who intends to take the examination in July shall file the application no later
than the preceding January 16 or, upon payment of the required late fee, no later than the preceding
May 20. An applicant who intendsto take the examination in February shall file the application no
later than the preceding September 15 or, upon payment of the required late fee, no later than the
preceding December 20.

(3) Acceptance of Late Application

Upon written request of the applicant and for good cause shown, the Board may accept an
application filed after the applicable deadline for alate filing prescribed in subsection (¢)(2) of this
Rule. If the Board rejectsthe application, the applicant may file anexception with the Court within
five days after notice of the rejection.

(d) Preliminary Determination of Eligibility

Onreceipt of an application, the Board shall determinewhether theapplicant hasmet the pre-
legal education requirements set forthin Rule 3 and in Code, Business Occupations and Professions
Article, 8 10-207. If the Board concludesthat the requirements have been met, it shall forward the
character questionnaire portion of the application to a Character Committee. If the Board concludes
that the requirements have not been met, it shall promptly notify the applicant in writing.

(e) Withdrawal of Application

At any time, an applicant may withdraw as acandidatefor admission by filing written notice
of withdrawal with the Board. No feeswill be refunded.

(f) Subsequent Application

A person who reapplies for admission after an earlier application has been withdrawn or
rejected pursuant to Rule 5 must retake and pass the bar examination even if the person passed the
examination when the earlier application was pending. If the personfailed the examination when
the earlier application was pending, the failure will be counted under Rule 9.

Source: ThisRuleisderived asfollows:

Section (a) is in part derived from the first sentence of former Rule 2b and in part new.
Section (b) is new.

Section (c) is derived from former Rule 2a, 2b, and f.

Section (d) is in part derived from former Rule 2g and in part new.

Section (e) is derived from former Rule 2h.

Section (f) is new.

Rule 3. PRE-LEGAL EDUCATION

An applicant for admission must have completed the pre-legal education necessary to meet
the minimum requirements for admissionto an American Bar Association approved law schod.
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Source: ThisRuleisnew.
Rule 4. ELIGIBILITY TO TAKE BAR EXAMINATION
(a) Legal Education

(1) In order to take the bar examination of this State a person either shall have graduated or
shall be unqualifiedly eligible for graduation from alaw school.

(2) Thelaw school shdl be located in a gate and shall be approved by the American Bar
Association.

(b) Waiver

The Board shall have discretion to waive the requirements of subsection (a)(2) of this Rule
and of Rule 3 for any person who (1) has passed the bar examination of another state and is a
member in good standing of the Bar of that state and (2) inthe Board'sopinionisqualified by reason
of education, experience, or both to take the bar examination.

(c) Minors

If otherwise qualified a person who isunder 18 years of age is €eligible to take the bar
examination but shall not be admitted to the Bar until 18 years of age.

Source: ThisRuleisderived asfollows:
Section (a) is derived from former Rule 5b.
Section (b) isderived from former Rule 5c.
Section (c) is derived from former Rule 5d.

Rule 5. CHARACTER REVIEW
(a) Burden of Proof

The applicant bears the burden of proving to the Character Committee, the Board, and the
Court the applicant'sgood moral character and fitness for the practice of law. Failure or refusal to
answer fully and candidly any question set forth in the application or any relevant question asked by
amember of the Character Committee, the Board, or the Court is sufficient cause for afinding that
the applicant has not met this burden.

(b) Investigation and Report of Character Committee
(1) On receipt of acharacter questionnaire forwarded by the Board pursuant to Rule 2(d),
the Character Committee shall (A) through one of its members, personally interview the applicart,

(B) verify the facts stated in the questionnaire, contact the applicant's references, and make any
further investigation it finds necessary or desirable, (C) evaluatetheapplicant's character andfitness
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for the practice of law, and (D) transmit to the Board a report of its investigation and a
recommendation as to the approval or denial of the application for admission.

(2) If the Committee concludes that there may be grounds for recommending denial of the
application, it shall notify the applicant and schedule ahearing. The hearing shall be conducted on
therecord and the applicant shall havetheright totestify, to present witnesses, and to be represented
by counsel. A transcript of the hearing shall be transmitted by the Committee to the Board along
with the Committee's report. The Committee's report shall set forth findings of fact on which the
recommendation is based and a statement supporting the conclusion. The Committee shall mail a
copy of its report to the applicant, and acopy of the hearing transaipt shall be furnished to the
applicant upon payment of reasonable charges.

(c) Hearing by Board

If the Board condudes after review of the Committee's report and the transcript that there
may be grounds for recommending denial of the application, it shall promptly afford the applicant
the opportunity for ahearing on the record made before the Committee. The Boardshall mail acopy
of its report and recommendation to the applicant and the Committee. If the Board decides to
recommend denial of theapplicationinitsreport tothe Court, the Board shall first givethe applicant
an opportunity to withdraw the application. If the applicant withdraws the application, the Board
shall retain the records. Otherwise, it shall transmit to the Court a report of its proceedings and a
recommendation as to the approval or denial of the application together with all papers relating to
the matter.

(d) Review by Court

(1) If the applicant elects not to withdraw the application, after the Board submitsitsreport
and adverserecommendation the Court shall require theapplicant to show causewhy the application
should not be denied.

(2) If the Boad recommends approval of the application contrary to an adverse
recommendation by the Committee, within 30 days after the filing of the Board's report the
Committee may filewith the Court exceptionsto the Board'srecommendation. The Committeeshall
mail copies of its exceptions to the applicant and the Board.

(3) Proceedings in the Court under this section shall be on the records made before the
Character Committee and the Board. If the Court deniesthe application, the Board shall retain the
records.

(e) Continuing Review

All applicants remain subject to further Committee review and report until admitted to the
Bar.

Source: ThisRuleisderived as follows:

Page 8



Section (a) isin part derived from the first sentence of former Rule 2d and in part new.
Section (b) isin part derived from former Rule 4b and in part new.

Section (c) isin part derived from former Rule 4c and in part new.

Section (d) isin part derived from former Rule 4¢c and in part new.

Section (e) is derived from former Rule 4d.

Rule 6. PETITION TO TAKE A SCHEDULED EXAMINATION
(a) Filing

An applicant may file a petition to take a scheduled bar examination if theapplicant (1) is
eligibleunder Rule 4 totake the bar examination and (2) has applied for admission pursuant to Rule
2 and the application has not been withdrawn or rejected pursuant to Rule 5. The petition shall be
under oath and shall be filed on the form prescribed by the Board.

(b) Time for Filing

A petitioner who intends to take the examination in July shall file the petition no later than
the preceding May 20. A petitioner who intends to take the examination in February shall file the
petition no later than the preceding December 20. Upon written request of a petitioner and for good
cause shown, the Board may accept a petition filed after that deadline. If the Board reects the
petition, the petitioner may file an exception with the Court within five days after notice of the
rejection.

(c) Affirmation and Verification of Eligibility

Thepetition totake an examination shall containasigned, notarized statement affirming that
the petitioner iseligible to take the examination. Nolater than thefirst day of September following
an examination in July or the fifteenth day of March following an examination in February, the
petitioner shall cause to be sent to the Office of the State Board of Law Examiners atransaript that
reflects the date of the award of a Juris Doctor degree to the petitioner.

(d) Voiding of Examination Results for Ineligibility

If an applicant whoisnot eligible under Rule 4 takes an examination, the applicant’ spetition
will be deemed invalid and the applicant’s examination results will be voided. No fees will be
refunded.

(e) Certification by Law School

Promptly following each bar examination, the Board shall submit alist of petitioners who
identified themselves as graduates of a particular law school and who sat for the most recent bar
examination to the law school for certification of graduation and good moral character. Not later
than 45 days after each examination, thelaw school deanor other authorized official shall certify to
the Board in writing (1) the date of graduation of each of its graduates on the list or shall state that
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the petitioner is unqualifiedly eligible for graduation at the next commencement exercise, naming
the date; and (2) that each of the petitioners on the list, so far asis known to that official, has not
been guilty of any criminal or dishonest conduct other than minor traffic offenses and is of good
moral character, except as otherwise noted.

(f) Refunds

If a petitioner withdraws the petition or fails to attend and take the examination, the
examination fee will not be refunded except for good cause shown. The examination fee may not
be applied to asubsequent examination unlessthe petitioner ispermitted by the Board to defer taking
the examination.

Source: ThisRuleis new, except that section (a) is derived from former Rule 6 (a).
Rule 7. BAR EXAMINATION
(a) Scheduling

TheBoard shall administer awritten examination twice annually, oncein February and once
in July. The examination shall be held on two successive days. The total duration of the
examination shall be not more than 12 hours nor less than nine hours. The Board shdl publish
notice of the dates, times, and place or places of the examination no later than the preceding
December 1 for the February examination and no later than the preceding May 1 for the July
examination.

(b) Purpose of Examination

It is the policy of the Court that no quota of successful examinees be set, but that each
examinee be judged for fitness to be a member of the Bar as demonstrated by the examination
answers. To thisend, the examination shall be designed to test the examinee's knowledge of legal
principlesin the subjects on which examined and the examinee's ability to recognize, analyze, and
intelligibly discuss legal problems and to apply that knowledge in reasoning ther solution. The
examination will not be designed primarily to test information, memory, or experience

(c) Format and Scope of Examination

The Board shall prepare the examination and may adopt the MBE and the MPT as part of it.
The examination shall include an essay test. The Board shall define by rule the subject matter of the
essay test, but the essay test shall include a least one question dealing in whole or part with
professional conduct.

(d) Grading

(1) The Board shall grade the examination and shall by rule establish passing grades for the
examination. The Board may provide by rule that an examinee may satisfy the MBE part of the
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Maryland examination requirement by applying agrade on an MBE taken in another jurisdiction at
the same examination.

(2) At any time beforeit notifies examinees of the results, the Board, initsdiscretion andin
the interest of faimess, may lower, but not raise, the passing grades it has established for any
particular examination.

Source: ThisRuleisderived asfollows:

Section (a) is derived from former Rule 7aand b.
Section (b) is derived from former Rule 7c.
Section (c) is derived from former Rule 7d and e.
Section (d) is derived from former Rule 7e.

Rule 8. NOTICE OF GRADES AND REVIEW PROCEDURE
(a) Notice of Grades, Alteration

Noticeof examination resultsshall be sent to each examineeby regular mail, postage prepad.
Successful examinees shall be notified only that they have passed. Unsuccessfu examinees shall
be given their grades in the detail the Board considers appropriate. Thereafter, the Board may not
alter any examinee's grades except when necessary to correct aclerical error.

(b) Review Procedure

Onwritten request filed with the Board within 60 days after themailing date of examination
results, unsuccessful examinees, in accordance with the procedures prescribed by the Board, may
(1) review their essay test answer books and the Board's analysis for the essay test, (2) review their
MPT answer books, (3) order the National Conference of Bar Examiners MPT Point Sheet and
Grading Guidelines, and (4) upon payment of the required costs, obtain confirmation of their MBE
scores. No further review of the MBE will be permitted.

Source: ThisRuleisderived asfollows:

Section (a) isderived in part from former Rule 7f and in part new.

Section (b) is derived from former Rule 8b.
Rule 9. RE-EXAMINATION AFTER FAILURE

(a) Petition for re-examination

An unsuccessful examinee may file a petition to take another scheduled examination. The
petition shall be on the form prescribed by the Board and shall be accompanied by the required

examination fee.

(b) Time for Filing
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A petitioner who intendstotake the July examination shall filethe petition, together with the
prescribed fee, nolater than the preceding May 20. A petitioner who intendsto take the examination
in February shall file the petition, together with the prescribed fee, no later than the preceding
December 20. Upon written request of apetitioner and for good cause shown, the Board may accept
a petition filed after that deadline. If the Board rejects the petition, the petitioner may file an
exception with the Court within five days after notice of the rejection.

(c) Deferment of Re-examination

To meet scheduling needs at either the July or the February examination, the Board may
require apetitioner to defer re-examination for one sitting.

(d) Three or More Failures--Re-examination Conditional

If a person fails three or more examinations, the Board may condition retaking of the
examinati on on the successful compl eti on of specified additiona study.

(e) No Refunds

If a petitioner withdraws the petition or fails to attend and take the examination, the
examination feewill not be refunded and may not be applied to a subsequent examination unlessthe
petitioner is required by the Board to defer retaking the examination or establishes good cause for
the withdrawal or failure to attend.

Source: ThisRuleisderived asfollows:

Section (a)is derived from former Rule 8a.

Section (b) is new.

Section (c) and (d) are derived from former Rule 8c.

Rule 10. REPORT TO COURT--ORDER
(a) Report and Recommendations as to Candidates

As soon as practicable after each examination, the Board shall file with the Court a report
of the names of the successful candidates and the Board's recommendation for admission. If
proceedings as to the character of a candidate are pending, the Board's recommendation of that
candidate shall be conditioned on the outcome of the proceedings.

(b) Order of Ratification

On receipt of the Board'sreport, the Court shdl enter an order fixing adate at least 30 days
after thefiling of thereport for ratification of the Board'srecommendations. The order shall include
the names and addresses of all persons who are recommended for admission, including those who
are conditionally recommended. The order shall state generally that all recommendations are
conditioned on character approval, but shall not identify those persons asto whom proceedings are

Page 12



still pending. Theorder shall be published inthe Maryland Register at least oncebefore ratification
of the Board's recommendations.

(c) Exceptions

Before ratification of the Board's report, any person may file with the Court exceptions
relating to any relevant matter. Forgood causeshown the Court may permit the filing of exceptions
after ratification of the Board's report and before the candidate's admission to the Bar. The Court
shall givenotice of thefiling of exceptionsto the candidate, the Board, and theCharacter Committee
that passed on the candidate's application. A hearing on the exceptions shdl be held to allow the
exceptant and candidate to present evidence in support of or inopposition to the exceptions and the
Board and Character Committee to be heard. The Court may hold the hearing or may refer the
exceptionstotheBoard, the Character Committee, or anexaminer for hearing. TheBoard, Character
Committee, or examiner hearing the exceptionsshall file withthe Court, as soon as practicable after
the hearing, a report of the proceedings. The Court may decide the exceptions without further
hearing.

(d) Ratification of Board's Report

On expiration of the time fixed in the order entered pursuant to section (b) of this Rule, the
Board's report and recommendations shall be ratified subject to the conditions stated in the
recommendations and to any exceptions noted under section (c) of this Rule.

Source: ThisRuleisderived asfollows:
Section (a) is derived from former Rule 11.
Section (b) is derived from former Rule 12a.
Section (c) is derived from former Rule 12b.
Section (d) is derived from former Rule 12c.

Rule 11. REQUIRED COURSE ON PROFESSIONALISM

(a) Duty to Complete Course

Beforeadmission to the Bar, aperson recommended for admission pursuant to Rule 10 shall
completeacourseon legal professionalism. For good cause shown, the Court of Appealsmay admit
aperson who has not completed the course provided that the person represents to the Court that he
or she will complete the next regularly scheduled course.

(b) Course and Faculty, Costs

The course and faaulty shall be proposed by the Maryland State Bar Association and
approved by the Court of Appeals. The Association shall gve the course at least twice annually

during the period between the announcement of examination results and the scheduled admission
ceremony. TheAssociation may charge areasonablefeeto defray the expensesof giving the course.
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(c) Duration of Requirement; Evaluation

The requirement set forth in section(a) shall remain in force for a period of ten years
beginning January 1, 2001 and ending December 31, 2010. During that period the Court of Appeals
shall evaluate theresults of the course requirement to determine whether to extend therequirement.
The Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals may appoint acommittee consisting of one or more judges,
lawyers, legal educators, bar association representatives, and other interested and knowledgeable
personsto assist the Court in the evaluation. (Amended effective Aug. 18, 1994; July 14, 1995; Nov.
21, 1995, effective Jan. 1, 1996; Nov. 2,2000, effective Jan. 1, 2001.)

Source: ThisRuleisnew.

Rule 12. ORDER OF ADMISSION; TIME LIMITATION.

When the Court has determined that a candidate is qualified to practice law and is of good
moral character, it shall enter an order directing that the candidate be admitted to the Bar on taking
the oath required by law. A candidate who has passed the Maryland bar examination may not take
the oath of admission to the Bar later than 24 months after the date that the Court of Appealsratified
the Board' s report for that examination. For good cause, the Board may extend the time for taking
the oath, but the candidate’s failure to take action to satisfy admission requirements does not
constitute good cause. A candidate who failsto take the oath within the required time period shall
reapply for admission and retake the bar examination, unless excused by the Court. (Amended June
5, 1996, effective Jan. 1, 1997; Nov. 1, 2001, effective Jan. 1, 2002)

Cross reference: See Code, Business and Professions Article, § 10-212, for form of oath.

Seeaso Maryland Rule 16-811f (Client Protection Fund--Paymentsto Fund) and Maryland

Rule 16-714 (Disciplinary Fund), which require persons admitted to the Maryland Bar, as

acondition precedent to the practice of law in this State, to pay an annual assessment to the

Client Protection Fund and the Attorney Grievance Commission Disciplinary Fund.

Source: ThisRuleisin part derived from former Rule 13 and isin part new.

Rule 13. OUT-OF-STATE ATTORNEYS
(a) Eligibility for Admission by Attorney Examination—Generally
A personiseligible for admission to the Bar of this State under this Rule if the person
(1) isamember of the Bar of a state;
(2) has passed a written bar examination in a state;

(3) has the professional experience required by this Rule;
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(4) successfully completes the attorney examination prescribed by this Rule; and

(5) possesses the good moral character and fitness necessary for the practice of law.

(b) Required Professional Experience

The professional experience required for admisson under this rule shall be on afull time
basisas (1) apractitioner of law as provided in section(c) of this Rule; (2) ateacher of lav at alaw
school approved by the American Bar Association; (3) ajudge of acourt of record inastate; or (4)
a combination thereof.

(c) Practitioner of Law

(1) Subject toparagraphs(2), (3), and (4) of thissection, apractitioner of lawisaperson who
has regularly engaged in the authorized practice of law

(A) inastate;
(B) asthe principal means of earning alivelihood, and

(C) whose professional experience and responsibilities have been sufficient to satisfy the
Board that the petitioner should be admitted under this Rule.

(2) Asevidenceof therequisite professional experience, for purposesof subsection(c)(1)(C)
of this Rule, the Board may consider, among other things:

(A) the extent of the petitioner's experience in general practice;

(B) the petitioner's professional duties and responsibilities, the extent of contacts with and
responsibility to clients or other beneficiaries of the petitioner's professional skills, the extent of
professional contactswith practicing lawyersandjudges, and the petitioner's professional reputation
among those lawyers and judges, and

(C) if the petitione is or has been a specialist, the extent of the petitioner's experience and
reputation for competence in such specialty, and any professional articles or treatises that the
petitioner has written.

(3) The Board may consider as the equivalent of practice of law in a state practice outside
the United Statesif the Board concludes that the nature of the practice makes it the functional
equivalent of practice within a state.

(d) Duration of Professional Experience

(1) A person shall havethe professional experience required by section (b) of thisRule for
(A) atotal of ten years, or (B) at least five of the ten years immediately preceding the filing of a
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petition pursuant to this Rule.
(e) Exceptional Cases

In exceptional cases, the Board may treat a petitioner's adual experience, although not
meeting the literal requirement of subsections(c)(1) or (d) of this Rule, as the equivalent of the
professional experience otherwise required by this Rule.

(f) Petition

(1) Thepetitioner shall filewith the Board a petition under oath on aform prescribed by the
Board, accompanied by the fees required by the Board and the cost assessed for the character and
fitness investigaion and report by the National Conference of Bar Examiners.

(2) The petition shall state (A) eachjurisdiction in which the petitioner has been admitted to
the Bar and whether each admission was by examination, by diplomaprivilege or on motionand (B)
the additional facts showing that the petitioner meets the requirementsof section (a) of thisRule or
should be qualified under section (e) of this Rule.

(3) The petitioner shdl file with the petition thesupporting datarequired by the Board asto
the Petitioner's professional experience, character, and fitness to practice law.

(4) The petitioner shall be under a continuing obligation to report to the Board any material
change in information previously furnished.

(g) Refunds

If the Board determines on the faceof the petition that the applicant isnat qualified tosit for
the attorney's examination and the petitioner elects to withdraw the petition without further
proceedings, all feesshall berefunded. If in other circumstances apetitioner withdrawsthe petition
or fails to attend and take the examination without permission from the Board, no fees will be
refunded and the examination fee may not be applied to a subsequent examination unless the
petitioner establishes good cause for the withdrawal or failure to attend.

(h) Time for Filing

Thepetition shall befiled at |east 60 days before the schedul ed attorney examination that the
petitioner wishesto take. On written request of the petitioner and for good cause shown, the Board
may accept apetitionfiled after the deadline. 1f the Board rejectsthe petition, the petitioner mayfile
an exception with the Court within five days after notice of the rejection.

(i) Standard for Admission and Burden of Proof

(1) The petitioner bears the burden of proving to the Board and the Court that the petitioner

is qualified on the basis of professional experience and possesses the good moral character and
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fitness necessary to practice law in this State.

(2) TheBoard shall recommend rejection of apetitionif itisnot satisfied that the petitioner
possesses good moral character and fitness and that the contents of the petition are true and correct.
Failure or refusal to answer fully and candidly any relevant questions asked by the Board, either
orally or in writing, is sufficient cause for rejection of the petition.

(j) Action by Board on Petition

The Board shall investigate the matters set forth in the petition. (1) If the Board decides that
the petition should be accepted, it shall mail notice of its decision to recommend acceptance of the
petition to the petitioner. (2) If the Board concludes that there may be grounds for rejecting the
petition, the Board shall notify the petitioner and shall afford the petitioner an opportunity for a
hearing. The hearing will not be held until after the National Conference of Bar Examiners
completesitsinvestigation of the petitioner's character and fitnessto practice law and reportsto the
Board. The petitioner may be represented by an attorney at the hearing. Promptly after the Board
makes its final decision to recommend acceptance or rejection of the petition, the Board shall mail
notice of its decision to the petitioner. (3) If the Board deddes to recommend rejection of the
petition, it shall file with the Court areport of its decision and al papers relating to the matter.

(k) Exceptions

Within 30 days after the Board mails notice of its adverse decision to the petitioner, the
petitioner may file with the Court exceptionsto the Board's decision. The petitioner shall mail or
deliver to the Board acopy of the exceptions. The Court may hear the exceptions or may appoint
an examiner to hear the evidence and shall afford the Board an opportunity to be heard on the
exceptions.

() Attorney Examination

The petitioner must pass an attorney examination prescribed by theBoard. The Board shall
define, by rule, the subject matter of the examination, prepare the examination, and establish the
passing grade. The Board shall administer the attorney examination on a date and at atime during
the administration of the regular examination pursuant to Rule 7 and shall publish & least 30 days
in advance notice of the date and time of the examination. The Board shall grade the examination
and shall send notice of examination results to each examinee by regular mail, postage prepaid.
Successful examinees shall be notified only that they have passed. Unsuccessful examinees shall
be given their grades in the detail the Board considers appropriate. Review by unsuccessful
examinees shall be in accordance with the provisions of Rule 8(b).

(m) Re-examination
In the event of failure on thefirst examination, a petitioner may file a petition to retake the

examination, but a petitioner may not be admitted under this Rule after failing four examinations.
A petition for re-examination shall be accompanied by therequired fees. Failureto passtheattorney
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examination shall not preclude any person from taking the regular examination.
(n) Report to Court--Order

The Board shall file areport and recommendations pursuant to Rule 10. Proceedings on the
report, including the disposition of any exceptions filed, shall be as prescribed in that Rule. If the
Court determinesthat the petitioner has met all the requirements of this Rule, it shall enter an order
directing that the petitioner be admitted to the Bar of Maryland on taking the oath required by law.

(o) Required Course on Professionalism

A petitioner recommended for admission pursuant to section (n) of this Rule shall comply
with Rule 11.
(p) Time limitation for admission to the Bar

A petitioner under this Rule is subject to the time limitation of Rule 12. (Amended June 5,
1966, effective Jan. 1, 1997; Nov. 1, 2001, effective Jan. 1, 2002.)

Cross reference: See Code, Business Occupations and Professions Article, § 10-212 for
form of oath. Seeaso Maryland Rule 16-811f (Client Protection Fund--Paymentsto Fund)
and Maryland Rule 16-714 (Attorney Grievance Commission--Disciplinary Fund) which
require persons admitted to the Maryland Bar, asa condition precedent to the practice of law
in this State, to pay an annual assessment to the Client Protection Fund and the Attorney
Grievance Commission Disciplinary Fund.

Source: ThisRuleisderivedin part from former Rule 14 and isin part new.
Rule 14. SPECIAL ADMISSION OF OUT-OF-STATE ATTORNEYS
(a) Motion for Special Admission

A member of the Bar of this State who is an attorney of record in an action pending in any
court of this State or before an administrativeagency of this Stateor any of itspolitical subdivisions,
or representing a client in an arbitration taking place in this state involving the application of
Maryland law, may move, in writing, that an attorney who isamember in good standing of the Bar
of another state be admitted to practice in this State for the limited purpose of appearing and
participating in the action as co-counsel with the movant. If the action is pending in a court, the
motion shall be filed in that court. If the action is pending before an administrative agency or
arbitration panel, the motion shall be filed in the circuit court for the county in which the principal
office of the agency islocated or in which the arbitration hearing is locaed or in any other circuit
to which the action may be appealed and shall include the movant's signed certification that copies
of the motion have been furnished to the agency or the arbitration panel, and to all parties of record.

(b) Certification By Out-of-State Attorney
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The attorney whose special admission ismoved shall certify in writing the number of times
the attorney has been specially admitted during the twelve monthsimmediately preceding thefiling
of the motion. The cetification may be filed as aseparate paper or may be included in the motion
under an appropriate heading.

(c) Order

The court by order may admit specia ly or deny the special admission of an attorney. In
either case, theclerk shall forward a copy of the order to the State Court Administrator, who shall
maintain a docket of all attorneys granted or denied special admission. When the order grants or
deniesthe special admission of an attorney in an action pending before an admini srati veagency, the
clerk a so shall forward acopy of the order to the agency.

(d) Limitations on Out-of-State Attorney's Practice

An attorney specially admitted may act only as co-counsel for a party represented by an
attorney of record in the action who is admitted to practice in this State. The specially admitted
attorney may participate in the court or administrative proceedings only when accompanied by the
Maryland attorney, unless the latter's presence is waived by the judge or administrative hearing
officer presiding over the action. Any out-of-state attorney so admitted is subject to the Maryland
Lawyes Rulesof Professional Conduct. (Amended Mar. 5, 2001, effective July 1, 2001; effective
Nov. 6, 2002; amended Feb. 8, 2005, effective July 1, 2005.)

Cross reference: See Code, Business Occupations and Professions Article § 10-215.

Committee Note: The committee has not recommended a numerical
l[imitation on a number of appearances pro hac vice to be alowed any
attorney. Specialized expertise of out-of-state attorneys or other special
circumstances may be important factors to be considered by judges in
assessing whether Maryland litigants have accessto effective representation.
Thisruleisnot intended, however, to permit extensive or systematic practice
by atorneys not licensed in Maryland. The Committee is primarily
concerned with assuring professional responsibility of attorneysin Maryland
by avoiding circumvention of Rule 13 (Out-of-State Attorneys) or Kemp
Pontiac Cadillac, Inc. et al vs. S&M Construction Co., Inc., 33Md. App. 516
(1976). The Committee also noted that payment to the Client Protection
Fund of the Bar of Maryland by an atorney admitted specially for the
purposes of an adion is not required by existing statute or rule of court.

Source: this Ruleis derived from former Rule 20.
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Rule 15. SPECIAL AUTHORIZATION FOR OUT-OF-STATE ATTORNEYS TO
PRACTICE IN THIS STATE

(a) Eligibility

Subject to the provisions of this Rule, amember of the Bar of another statewho isemployed
by or associated with an organized legal services program that is sponsored or approved by Legal
Aid Bureau, Inc. may practicein this State pursuant to that organized legal servicesprogram, if (1)
theindividual is a graduate of alaw school meeting the requirements of Rule 4(a)(2),(2) the legal
services program provides legal assistanceto indigents in this Sate, and (3) theindividual will
practice under the supervision of a member of the Bar of this State.

(b) Proof of Eligibility

Toobtainauthorization to practice under thisRulethe out-of -state attorney shall filewiththe
Clerk of the Court of Appeals awritten request accompanied by (1) evidence of graduation from a
law school asdefined in Rule 4(a)(2), (2) acertificate of the highest court of another state certifying
that the attorney isamember in good standing of the Bar of that state, and (3) a statement signed by
the Executive Director of Legal Aid Bureau, Inc., that the attorney is currently employed by or
associated with an approved organized legal services program.

(c) Certificate of Authorization to Practice

Upon the filing of the proof of eigibility required by this Rule, the Clerk of the Court of
Appealsshall issue acertificate under the seal of the Court certifyingthat the attorney is authorized
to practice under thisRule. The certificate shall contain the effectivedate and expiration date of the

special authorization to practice. The expiration date shall be no later than two years after the
effective date.

(d) Automatic Termination Before Expiration

Authorization to practice unde this Rule is automatically terminated before its expiration
dateif theattorney ceasesto be employed by or associated with an approved organizedlegal services
program in this State. Within five days after cessation of the attorney's employment or association,
the Executive Director of Legal Aid Bureau, Inc. shall file withthe Clerk of the Court of Appeals
notice of the termination of authorization.

(e) Revocation or Suspension

At any time, the Court, in its discretion, may revoke or suspend authorization to practice
under this Rule either by written notice to the attorney or by amendment or deletion of this Rule.

(f) Special Authorization Not Admission

Out-of-state attorneys authorized to practice under this Ruleare not and shall not represent
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themselves to be members of the Bar of this State, except in connection with practice that is
authorized under thisRule. They shall be required to make paymentsto the Client Protection Fund
and the Disciplinary Fund.

Source: Thisruleisderived from former Rule 19.

Rule 16. LEGAL ASSISTANCE BY LAW STUDENTS

(a) Definitions

As used in this Rule, the following terms have the following meanings:

(1) Law School

"Law school" means alaw school meeting the requirements of Rule 4(a)(2).

(2) Clinical program

"Clinical Program" means a law school program for credit, in which a student obtains
experiencein the operation of the legal system by engaging in the practice of law, that is (A) under
the direction of afaculty membe of the school and (B) has been approved by the section Council
of the Section of Legal Education and Admissionsto the Bar of the Maryland State Bar Association,
Inc.

(3) Supervising Attorney

"Supervising attorney" means an attorney who is a member in good standing of the Bar of
this State and whose service as a supervising attorney for the clinical program is approved by the
dean of the law school in which the law student is enrolled or by the dean's designee.

(b) Eligibility

A law student enrolled in aclinical program is eligible to engage in the practice of law as
provided in this Ruleif the student:

(1) isenrolled in alaw school;

(2) hasread and isfamiliar with the Maryland Lavyers’ Rules of Professional Conduct and
the relevant Maryland Rules of Procedure; and

(3) has been verified in accordance with section (c) of thisRule.
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(c) Certification
(1) Contents and Filing

The dean of the law school shall filethe certification of astudent with the Clerk of the Court
of Appeals. It shall state that the student is in good academic standing and has successfully
completed legal studiesinthelaw school amountingto the equivalent of at |east one-third of thetotal
credit hours required to complete the law school program. It shall also state its effective date and
expiration date, which shall be not later than one year after the effective date.

(2) Withdrawal or Suspension

The dean may withdraw the certificate at any time by mailing a notice to that effect to the
Clerk of the Court of Appeals. It shall automatically be suspended upon the issuance of an
unfavorabl ereport of the Character Committee madein connectionwith the student'sapplicationfor
registration asacandidate for admission to the Bar. Upon reversal of the Character Committee, the
certification shall be reinstated.

(d) Practice

In connection with aclinical program, alaw student for whom a certificateis in effect may
appear in any trial court or the Court of Spedal Appealsor otherwise engage in the practice of law
in Maryland provided that the supervising attorney (1) is satisfied tha the student is compeent to
perform the duties assigned, (2) assumes responsibility for the quality of the student's work, (3)
directs and assists the student to the extent necessary, in the supervising attorney's professional
judgment, to ensure that the student's participation is effective on behalf of the client the student
represents, and (4) accompanies the student when the student appears in court or before an
administrative agency. Thelaw student shall neither ask for nor receive personal compensation of
any kind for service rendered under this Rule. (Amended Feb. 8, 2005, effective July 1, 2005)

Source: ThisRuleisderived from former Rule 18.
Rule 17. CHARACTER COMMITTEES

The Court shall appoint a Character Committee for each of the seven Appellate Judicial
Circuitsof the State. Each Character Committee shdl consist of not |ess than five members whose
termsshall befor fiveyearseach, except that in the Sixth Appellate Judicial Circuit theterm of each
member shall be two years. The terms shall be staggered. The Court shall designate the chair of
each Committee, and may provide compensation to the members.

Source: ThisRuleisderived from former Rule4 aand e.

Rule 18. FEES

TheBoard shall prescribe the fees, subject to approval by theCourt, to be paid by applicants
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under Rules 2 and 7 and by petitioners under Rule 13.

Cross reference: See Code, Business Occupations and Professions Article, § 10-208(b) for
maximum examination fee allowed by law.

Source: ThisRuleisnew and replaces former Rule 2e, 6, 8a, and 14c.

Rule 19. CONFIDENTIALITY
(a) Proceedings before Committee or Board; General Policy

Except as provided in sections (b) and (c) of this Rule, proceedings before a Character
Committee or the Board and the papers, evidence, and information relating to those proceedings are
confidential and shall not be open to public inspection or subject to court process or compulsory
disclosure.

(b) Right of Applicant

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this section, an applicant has the right to attend
all hearings before a Character Committee or the Board pertainingto his or her application and be
informed of and inspect al papers, evidence, and information received or considered by the
Committee or the Board pertainingto the applicant.

(2) This section does not apply to (A) papers or evidence received or consdered by a
Character Committee or the Board if the Committee or Board, without a hearing, recommends the
applicant's admission; (B) Persona memoranda, notes, and work papers of members or staff of a
Character Committee or the Board; (C) correspondence between or among members or staff of a
Character Committee or the Board; or (D) an applicant'sbar examination gradesand answers, except
as authorized in Rule 8 and Rule 13.

(c) When Disclosure Authorized

The Board may disclose:

(1) statistical information that doesnot reveal the identity of any individual applicant;

(2) thefact that an applicant has passed the bar examination and the date of the examination;

(3) any material pertaining to an applicant that the applicant would be entitled to inspect
under section (b) of this Rule, if the applicant has consented in writing to the disclosure;

(4) any materia pertaining to an applicant requested by a court of this State, another state,
or the United States for use in (A) a disdplinary proceeding pendng in that court against the
applicant as an attorney or judge; (B) a proceeding pending in that court for reinstatement of the
applicant as an attorney after disbarment; or (C) a proceeding pending in that court for origina
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admission of the applicant to the Bar;

(5) any material pertaining to an applicant requested by ajudicial nominating commission
or the Governor of this State, acommittee of the Senae of Maryland, or acommittee of the United
States Senatein connection with an application by or nomination of theapplicant for judicial office;

(6) to alaw school, the names of personswho graduated from that law school who took abar
examination and whether they passed or failed the examination; and

(7) to the National Conference of Bar Examiners, identifying information (including name,
Socia Security Number, birth date, date of application, and date of examination) of persons who
have filed applications for admission pursuant to Rule 2 or petitions to take the attorney's
examination pursuant to Rule 13.

Unlessinformation disclosed pursuant to paragraphs (4) and (5) of this section is disclosed
with the written consent of the applicant, an applicant shdl receive a copy of the information and
may rebut, in writing, any matter contained init. Upon receipt of awritten rebuttal, the Board shall
forward a copy to the person or entity to whom the information was disclosed.

(d) Proceedings in the Court of Appeals

Unlessthe Court otherwise ordersin a particular case, proceedingsin theCourt of Appeals
shall be open.

Source: ThisRuleisnew.
Rule 20. THE BOARD

(a) Authority to Adopt Rules

The Board may adopt rulesto carry out the requirements of these Rules and to facilitate the
conduct of examinations. The Rules of the Board shall be published in the Code, Maryland Rules,
following these Rules.

(b) Amendment of Board Rule--Publication

Any amendment of the Board's rules shall be published at |east oncein adaily newspaper of
genera circulation in this State. The amendment shall be published at least 45 days before the
examination at whichitisto becomeeffective, except that an amendment that substantially increases
the area of subject matter knowledge required for any examination shall be published at least one
year before the examination.

(c) Assistants

The Board may appoint the assistants necessary for the proper conduct of itsbusiness. Each
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assistant shall be an attorney admitted by the Court of Appedsand shall serve at the pleasure of the
Board.

(d) Compensation of Board Members and Assistants

The members of the Board and assistants shall receivethe compensation fixed from timeto
time by the Court.

(e) Secretary to the Board

The Court may appoint a secretary to the Board, to hold office during the pleasure of the
Court. The secretary shall have the administrative powers and duties that the Board may prescribe.

Source: Thisruleisderived asfollows:

Section (a) is derived from former Rule 7h and 9a.
Section (b) is derived from former Rule 7h and i.
Section (c) is derived from former Rule 9c.
Section (d) is derived from former Rule 16.
Section (e) is derived from former Rule 17.

Rule 21. SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF LICENSE OF ATTORNEY INELIGIBLE
FOR ADMISSION

If an attorney admitted to the Bar of this State is disoovered to have been ineligible for
admission under circumstancesthat do not warrant disbarment or other disciplinary proceedings, the
Court of Appeals may, upon arecommendation by the Board and after notice and opportunity to be
heard, suspend or revoke the attorney'slicense. In the case of a suspension the Court shall specify
in its order the duration of the suspension and the conditions upon which the suspension may be
lifted.

Source: Thisruleis new.
Rule 22. SUBPOENA POWER OF BOARD AND CHARACTER COMMITTEES
(a) Subpoena

In any proceeding before the Board or a Character Committee pursuant to Bar Admission
Rule 5 or Bar Admission Rule 13, the Board or Committee, on its own motion or the motion of an
applicant, may cause asubpoenato beissued by aclerk pursuant to Rule 2-510. The subpoenashdl
issue from the Circuit Court for Anne Arundel Countyif incident to Board proceedings or from the
circuit court in the county in which Character Committee proceedings are pending, and the
proceedings may not be docketed in court. The subpoenashall not divulge the name of the applicant,
except to the extent thisrequirement isimpracticable. The sheriff'sreturn shall be made asdirected
in the subpoena. The Character Committee or the Board, as applicable, shall maintain dockets and
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filesof all papersfiled in the proceedings.

(b) Sanctions

If aperson is subpoenaed to appear and give testimony or to produce books, documents, or
other tangible things and fails to do so, the party who requested the subpoena, by motion that does
not divulge the name of the applicant (except to the extent that thisrequirement isimpracticable),
may request the court to issue an attachment pursuant to Rule 2-510(h), or to cite the person for
contempt pursuant to Title 15, Chapter 200 of the Maryland Rules, or both.

(c) Court Rules

All court costs in proceedings under this Rule shall be assessable to and paid by the State.
(Added June 7, 1994, effective October 1, 1994.)

Source: ThisRuleis new.
RULES OF THE BOARD

Pursuant to Rule 20 of the Court of Appeas Rules Governing Admission to the Bar of
Maryland, the State Board of Law Examiners adopted the following Rules of theBoard on October
8, 1990 to be effective immediately and superseding all previous Rules of the Board:

RULES OF THE BOARD

1. Application Fees
2. Filing Lae for Good Cause
3. Test Accommodations Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act
4. Examination--Subject Matter
5. Examination Format, Scoring, and Passing Standard
6. Out-of-State Attorney Examination

Board Rule 1
Rule 1. Application Fees

(a) General Bar Examination

1. AnApplication filed pursuant to the Court's Bar Admission Rule 2 shall be accompanied
by a check or money order payable to the State Board of Law Examinersin the amount of
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(i) $175if timely filed, or
(i) $225 if filed late,

2. A petition to take a scheduled bar examination pursuant to the Court's Bar Admission
Rule 6 shall be accompanied by a check or money order in the amount of $150.

(b) Out-of State Attorney Examination

1. A petition filed pursuant to the Court's Bar Admission Rule 13 shall be accompanied by
acheck or money order payableto the State Board of Law Examinersin the amount of $600 and a
separate check, money order, or credit card authorization for the Naional Conference of Bar
Examinersin such amount asrequired to cover the cost of the character and fitnessinvestigation and
report.

2. A petition for re-examination filed pursuant to the Court's Bar Admission Rule 13 shall
be accompanied by a check or money order payable to the State Board of Law Examinersin the
amount of $150.

(c) Effective date. The fees prescribed in sections a. and b. of this rule apply to all
applications and petitions filed on or after October 1, 1999. “Filed” meansreceived in theoffice of
the Secretary of the Board during normal business hours. (Amended August 12, 1999.)

Board Rule 2
Rule 2. Filing Late for Good Cause

An applicant'swritten request for acceptance of an application or petition filed late for good
causepursuant tothe Court'sBar Admission Rule 2¢(3), Rule6 or Rule 13h shall include astatement
indicating:

(a) whether the applicant's failure to timely file was due to facts and circumstances beyond
the applicant'scontrol and stating those facts and circumstances

(b) whether the applicant presently has abar application pending with any other jurisdiction,
(c) whether the applicant presently is a member of the Bar of any other jurisdiction, and

(d) the specific nature of the hardship which would result if the applicant's request isdenied.
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Board Rule 3
Board Rule 3. Test Accommodations Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act
a Policy

The Board will provide test accommodations to an applicant taking the Maryland bar
examination, in accordancewith the Americans With DisabilitiesAct (ADA), to the extent that such
accommodations are reasonable, consistent with the nature and purpose of the examination and
necess tated by the gpplicant’ s disability.

b. Requesting Test Accommodations

Anindividual must be an applicant for admission tothe Bar of Maryland prior to requesting
test accommodations. In order to request test accommodations, an applicant must file acompleted
“Applicant’s Accommodations Request Form” along with the specified supporting documentation.
Therequestform, applicableinstructions, and descri ption of supportingdocumentation arecontained
inthe bar application form. The Applicant’ s Accommodations Request Form must befiled not | ater
than the deadline for filing the petition to sit for the bar examination.

C. Initial Screening By Board Staff

TheBoard’ sstaff (the Director of Character and Fitnessor the Board’ s Secretary) shall screen
al requestsinitially. Additional supporting documentation may be requested from the goplicant.
The Board' s staff will advise the applicant by letter if requested test accommodations are granted.

d. Board Determination

If there is uncertainty about whether the requested test accommodations are warranted
pursuant to the ADA, the applicant’ s request and all supporting documentation shall bereferred to
aqualified expert retained by the Board to review and analyze whether the applicant has documented
a disability and requested reasonable accommodations. After receipt of the expert’s report, the
matter shall be referred to a designated member of the Board for review. The designated Board
member shall then determine whether test accommodations should be granted after examining the
applicant’ srequest and the report of the Board' s expert. TheBoard' s staff will advise the applicant
by letter whether the request for test accommodationsis granted or denied in wholeor in part. If a
request for test accommodationsis denied in whole or in part, the applicant may file an appeal.

e. Appeal

An applicant shall file any appeal with the Board within 10 days of the date of the Board's
letter denying test accommodations. The appeal shall be in the form of aletter addressed to the
Board at the Board's administrative office and shall contain any additiona information or
documentation the applicant wishesto have considered. The Chairman of the State Board of Law
Examinersisdelegated theauthority todecide appeal son behalf of theBoard. TheBoard’ sstaff will
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advise the applicant by letter of the results of the appeal. (Adopted Novembe 11, 2005)
Board Rule 4
Rule 4. Examination-Subject Matter

Pursuant to section ¢ of Rule 7 (Bar Examination), Rules Governing Admission to the Bar
of Maryland, the subject matter of the Maryland Bar Examination is defined as follows:

AGENCY

The law of agency will be included on the examination only to the extent provided in the
definitions of Bugness Associations Contracts and Torts.

BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS

The legal princi ples pertai ning to forming, organizing, operati ng and dissolving business
entitiesin Maryland and related principlesof agency. Thebusinessentitiesinclude: (a) corporations
(b) close corporations, (c) limited liability companies, (d) professional service corporations, (€)
general, limited and limited liability partnerships, (f) joint ventures, (g) unincorporated associations,
and (h) sole proprietorships. The subject also includes:. (a) therights, powers, dutiesand liabilities
of owners, partners, members, shareholders, managers, directors, officers, (b) theissuance of shares
or other ownership interestsin businessentities, (c) the distribution of dividends and assets, and (d)
the allocation of profits and losses from business entities. (Amended February 25, 1998.)

COMMERCIAL TRANSACTIONS

Thelaw governingcommercial transactionsincluding negotiableinstruments, salesand sales
financing, secured transactions, rights and remedies of buyers and sellers with emphasis on the
Uniform Commercia Code as the prevailing commercial legidation.

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW

The interpretation of the Constitution of the United States and its amendments, division of
powers between the states and national government, powers of the President, the Congress, and the
Supreme Court, limitations on the powersof the state and national government.

CONTRACTS

The consideration of agreements enforceable at law. Thesubject includes: (a) formation of
contracts--offer and acceptance, mistake, fraud, misrepresentation or duress, contractual capecity,
effect of illegality, consideration; informal contracts; (b) third-party beneficiary contracts; ()
assignment of contracts; (d) statute of frauds; (€) parol evidencerule, interpretation of contracts; (f)
performance-conditions, failure of consideration, aleatory promises, rights of defaulting plaintiff,
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substantial performance, specific performance, (g) breach of contract and remedies therefor,
including measure of damages; (h) impossibility of performance, frustration of purpose; and (i)
discharge of contracts. This subject may also includelaw dealing with an agent's ability to bind a
principal to a contract, and the agent's personal liability on acontract made for a principal.

CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE

The law of crimes against the person; crimes against public peace and morals property
crimes; crimes involving the breach of public trust or civic duty, obstruction of justice; crimina
responsibility, causation, justification and other defenses; constitutional limitationsand protections.

EVIDENCE

Thelaw governing the proof of issues of factin civil and criminal trialsincluding functions
of the court and jury; competence of witnesses, examination, cross-examination and impeachment
of witnesses; presumptions, burden of producing evidence and burden of persuasion; privileges
against disclosure of information; relevancy; demonstrative, experimental and scientific evidence;
opinion evidence; admissibility of writings; parol evidence rule; hearsay rule; judicial notice. The
Board's Test will cover only the Maryland substantive Law of Evidence, including the Maryland
Rules of Evidence, common law, and statute. (Amended November 11, 2004.)

FAMILY LAW

The principles of Maryland law regarding areation of (or the existence of) the marriage
relationship; termination of the marriage; alimony and support of the marriage partner; support and
custody of children; marital propertyissues; and prenuptial agreements. Includes both statutory and
common law principlesof Maryland law and procedure except for mattersof adoption, paternity, and
juvenile law. (Adopted April 8, 1992, effective beginning with the July 1993 bar examination.)

MARYLAND CIVIL PROCEDURE

The various procedural steps and matters involved in an action at law or in equity, from
commencement of the action to final disposition on appeal. The subject includes: (a) jurisdiction
of courts; (b) venue; (c) parties and process; (d) forms of pleadings; (€) motions and other meansof
raising procedural objections and defenses, including affirmative defenses and counterclaims; (f)
discovery and other pre-trid procedures; () trial practice; (h) entry, effect and enforcement of
judgments; (i) methods of taking appeal or otherwise securing appellate review; and (j) appellae
practice and procedure. The subject embraces civil procedure and practice in the State courts.
Federal Rules of practice and procedure are not covered on the examination.

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

Page 30



TheMaryland Lawyers' Rulesof Professional Conduct asadopted by Maryland Rule 16-812.
These are contained in Maryland Rules, Appendix. (Amended April 15, 2005.)

PROPERTY

Thefundamentalsof real property law including concepts of possession; concurrent and consecutive
future estatesin land (and their counterparts in testamentary and inter vivos trusts); leaseholds and
landlord-tenant relationships, fixtures and the distinction between red and personal property;
covenants enforceabl e in equity; easements, profits and license; rights of user and exploitaion in
land (including rightsto lateral and subjacent support); contracts of sale of real estate; the statute of
limitations on real actions (adverse possession) and prescription; conveyancing priorities and
recording (including marketabletitle); remedies. Problems of rulesagainst perpetuitieswill appear
only on the MBE test (Board Rule 4).

TORTS

The law of civil wrongs. The subject indudes, but is not limited to:(a) negligent torts
including causation, standard of care, primary negligence, comparative and contributory negligence,
assumption of risk, limitations on liability, contribution and indemnity; impact of insurance; (b)
intentional torts; (c) strict liability, products liability; (d) nuisance; (€) invasion of privacy; (f)
defamation; (g) vicarious liability; and (h) defenses, immunity and privilege, and damages in
connection with any of these areas.

Board Rule §
Rule 5. Examination Format, Scoring, and Passing Standard
a. Authority

Pursuant to section (c) of Rule 7, Bar Examination, of the Rules Governing Admission to the
Bar of Maryland adopted by the Court of Appeals of Maryland, the State Board of Law Examiners
adoptsthe Multistate Bar Examination and the M ultistate Performance Test aspart of the Maryland
Bar Examination. Pursuant to section (d) of the Court’ sBar Admission Rule 7, theBoard establishes
the policiesand standards set forthin the following sections of this Board Ruleto govern theformat,
scoring, and passing standard for the Maryland Bar Examination.

b. Multistate Bar Examination (MBE)

(i) One part of the Maryland Bar Examination is the Multistate Bar Examination (MBE).
The MBE is published and scored by the Nationa Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE) and its
agents.

(i) The MBE isamultiple choicetest. An applicant’s MBE raw score is the number of

guestions answered correctly. MBE raw scores are scaled to adjust for possible differences in
average question difficulty acrossadministrations of theexam. Asaresult of scaling, agiven MBE
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scalescoreindicates about the samelevel of performance regardless of the particular administration
of the examination on which it is earned.

C. Written Test. Board’s Essay Test and the Multistate Performance Test (MPT)

(i) Theother part of the Maryland Bar Examination is the Written Test, which comprises
the Board' sEssay Test and one MPT question. The Board will prepareand gradethe Board' sEssay
test. The MPT is published by the NCBE and graded by the Board.

(i) The Board's Essay test will consist entirely of questions requiring essay answers.
Questions will not be labeled by subject matter. Single questionsmay involve two or more subject
matters from the list in Board Rule 4.

(iii) The format and specifications for the MPT are determined by the NCBE.

(iv) The raw scare for the Written Test will be calcuated as follows:

Written Test raw score = Sum of Board' s Essay test raw scores + (MPT raw score X 2)

(v) The Written Test raw score will be converted to the same scale of measurement as that
used on the MBE to adjust for possible differences in average question difficulty across
administrations of the examination.

d. Combining MBE and Written Test Scores to Calculate Total Examination Score

(i) For purposes of calculating an goplicant’ s total scale score, boththe MBE and Written
Test scale scores will be rounded to the nearest whole number.

(ii) The Written Test shall be weighted twice as much asthe MBE in the computation of the
total scale score. Thefollowing formulawill beused to compute an applicant’ stotal scale scoreon
the Maryland Bar Examination:

Total Scale Score = (Written Test Scale Score x 2) + MBE Scale Score

e. Passing Standard

In order to passthe Maryland Bar Examination, an applicant must achieve atotal scalescore,
as defined in section d(ii), of 406 or higher.

f- No Carryover of MBE Score or Written Test Score from Prior Examinations
An applicant must achieve both the MBE and Written Test scale scores on the same

administration of the Bar Examination for purposes of the Board's calculation of the total scale
score and determination of the applicant’s pass/fal status.
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g. Recognition of MBE Score Achieved Concurrently in Another Jurisdiction

The Board will accept an MBE score which an applicant achievesin another jurisdiction in
an administration of the MBE which is concurrent with Maryland’ s administration of the Written
Test to the applicant. The concurrent MBE scorewill betreated exactly asthough it were achieved
in Maryland for purposes of the Board' s cal culation of the total scale scoreand determination of the
applicant’s pasdfail status.

h. Adjustment of Passing Standard

For any particular examination, the Board may, intheinterest of justice, lower (but not raise)
the passing score dandard at any time before notices of the examination results are mailed.
(Amended August 12, 1999; amended November 11, 2005)

Board Rule 6

Rule 6. Out-of-State Attorney Examination

a. Subject Matter

The out-of-state attorney examination will be prepared and graded by the Board and will
consist entirely of questions requiring essay answers. It will relate to:

(i) Maryland Rulesof Proceduregoverning practiceand procedureindvil casesand criminal
causesinall the Courtsof the State of Maryland, including theA ppendix of forms(Maryland Rules),

(ii) theMaryland Lawyers Rulesof Professional Conduct, asadopted by Maryland Rule 16-
812 (Maryland Rules),

(iii) the provisions of the Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, and

(iv) the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.

b. Time-Duration

The attorney examination shall be conducted during a part of the essay day of each regularly
scheduled bar examination and will have atotal of three hourswriting time for the entire test. The
point score allotted for each question will be noted on the examination shed.

¢. Requirement for Passing

In order to pass the examination, a petitioner shall attain a score of at least 70% of the total

point score alotted to the entiretest. (Amended November 11, 2004; amended April 15, 2005.)
[Note: Subsection a. (iv) is effective for examinations administered after January 1, 2006.]
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CITATIONS
Statutes Relating to Bar Admissions:
Ann. Code Md., Business Occupations and Professions, Title 10, Lawyers.

Decisions Relating to Admission of Out-of-State Attorneys:

In Re Application of Mark W., 303 Md. 1, 491 2d 576(1985) (Employment as hearing
examiner with Department of Employment and Training merely invdveswork with legally related
matters and does not fall within fair intendment of term "practitioner of law" so as to pemit
individual who is member of another bar to become member of state bar without taking bar
examination. Code 1957, Art. 10, Sec. 7; Admission to the Bar Rule 14, subis. a(iii),d.)

Attorney Grievance Commission of Maryland v. Michael Patrick Keehan, 311 Md. 161,
533A.2d 278 (1987). In his application for admission to the Bar of Maryland as an out-of-state
attorney, Keehan failed to disclose his full-time employment as an adjuster for an insurance
company. He was admitted to the Maryland Bar based on his representation that he was a sole
practitioner in Pennsylvania. Following investigation by the Attorney Grievance Commission and
subsequent disciplinary proceedings, K eehan wasdisbarred by the Court of Appealsof Maryland for
deliberately failing to disclose material information in his Bar application.

In the Matter of the Application of R.G.S. for Admission to the Bar of Maryland, 312 Md.
626, 541 A.2d 977 (1988). The Court held, by a 4-3 majority, that applicant, who was formerly a
law professor and who was admitted to practice in another state, was "practicing law" for purposes
of bar admissions rule during period in which he was employed full-time by Maryland law firm and
applicant was not engaged in "unauthorized practice of law." The majority stressed that applicant's
activities werevery closeto those of corporate house counsd.

Thomas F. Kennedy v. the Bar Association of Montgomery County, Inc. 316 Md.646, 561
A.2d 200 (1989). Kennedy was a member of the Bar of the District of Columbia Court of Appeals
and had been admitted to practice before the United States District Court for the District of
Maryland, but was not admitted to practice beforethe Bar of the Court of Appealsof Maryland. The
Bar Associ ai onof Montgomery County successf ull y sought aninjunctioninwhich the Circuit Court
for Montgomery County found, among other facts, that Kennedy deliberately attempted to engage
in an extensive and systematic practice of law in the State of Maryland while not being licensed to
practice in the State of Maryland. In an appeal to the Court of Appeals of Maryland, Kennedy
challenged the scope of the permanent injunction which was issued against him. In its opinion
upholding in part and reversing in part the Circuit Court'sinjunction, the Court of Appeds asserted:
"Kennedy may not utilize hisadmission to the bar of thefederal courtin Maryland, or hisadmission
in Washington, D.C. as ashield against injunctive relief by asserting that he will operate a triage.
Heis not permitted to sort through clients who may present themselves at his Maryland office and
represent only those whose legal matters would requiresuit or defensein aWashington, D.C. court
or in the federal court in Maryland because the very acts of interview, analysis, and explanation of
legal rights constitute practicing law in Maryland. For an unadmitted person to do so on aregular
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basis from a Maryland principal office isthe unauthorized practice of law in Maryland.”
Decisions Relating to Moral Character

In Re Application of Allan S., 282 Md. 683, 387 A.2d 271 (1978)

In Re Application of David H., 283 Md. 632, 392 A.2d 83 (1978)

In Re Application of Howard C., 286 Md. 244, 407 A.2d 1124 (1979)

In Re Application of A.T., 286 Md. 507, 408 A.2d 1023 (1979)

In Re Application of K.B., 291 Md. 170, 434 A.2d 541 (1981)

In Re Application of G.S., 291 Md. 182, 433 A.2d 1159 (1981)

In Re Application of G.L.S., 292 Md. 378, 439 A.2d 1107 (1982)

In Re Application of Maria C. For Admission To the Bar Of Maryland, 294 Md. 538, 451
A.2d 655 (1982) (Dissenting Opinion by Smith, J.)

In Re Application of David H. For Admission To The Bar Of Maryland, 294 Md. 546, 451
A.2d 657 (1982) (Dissenting Opinions by Smith, J. and Rodowsky, J.)

In Re Application of James G., 296 Md. 310, 462 A.2d 1198 (1983)(Dissenting Opinion by
Smith, J., in which Rodowsky, J. concurs.)

Attorney Grievance Commission of Maryland v. James Henry Gilbert, 307 Md. 481, 515
A.2d 454 (1986)

See, Supra, In Re Application of James G., 296 Md. 310 (1983), 5-2 Decision of the Court
of Appeals admitting to practice, applicant James Gilbert, following extensive hearings before the
Character Committee and the Board of Law Examinersregarding prior ciminal charges, conviction
and overall good moral character.

The Court of Appeals,following proceedingsfor disbarment, agreed with thefindingsof fact
and conclusion reached by the Circuit Trial Judge assigned to hear the case, that the applicant had
intentionally failed to disclose amaterial fact by not disclosing theinformation requested on the bar
admission application. This raised serious gquestions as to the attorney's fitness to practice law.
Because of the gravity of this misconduct and the absence of any compelling circumstances,
"disbarment” was the appropriate sanction.

In Re Application of George B., 297 Md 421, 466 A.2d 1286 (1983)

In Re Application of J. L. L., 304 Md. 394, 499 A.2d 935 (1985)
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In Re Application of Charles M., 313 Md. 168, 545 A.2d 7(1988)
In Re Application of Jeb F., 316 Md. 234, 558 A.2d 378 (1989)

Attorney Grievance Commission v. Jeffrey Thomas Joehl, 335Md.83, 642 A.2d 194 (1994).
The Attorney Grievance Commission charged Jeffrey Thomas Joehl, the respondent in this apped,
with professional misconduct primarily arising out of certain representaions and omissions made
by Joehl in connection with his application for admission to the Bar of Maryland. The Court of
Appealsnoted a pattern of dishonesty over aprolonged period of time: Joehl omitted material facts
from his application and lied about them to his character interviewer and to the Bar'sinquiry panel.
The court concluded that disbarment was the appropriate sanction in this case.

Application of Hyland, 339 Md. 521, 663 A.2d 1309 (1995). The applicant disdosedin his
Bar application that hewas convictedin 1986 of fifteencountsof failuretofile state salestax returns
arising from his operation of a Pennsylvania restaurant. He also failed to pay applicable Federal
payroll withholding taxes. The Court of Appeals concluded that the applicant had not demonstrated
an appreciation for thefiduciary responsibility incumbent upon an attorney when entrusted with the
moniesof another person. The applicant’ s conduct reflected adversely on hispersonal commitment
to the proper administration of justice The applicant’s lack of candor and misleading or evasive
answersto the Character Committee and Board of L aw Examinerscontributed to the Court’ sfinding
that the applicant’s claim of rehabilitation was not persuasive.

In the Matter of the Application of John Curtis Dortch for Admission to the Bar of Maryland,
344 Md. 376, 687 A.2d 245 (1997). Dortch had been convicted of second degree murder, conspiracy
to commit afelony, and attempted armed robbery in 1975. He was sentenced to fifteen yearstolife
imprisonment. Dortch’ sPetition for Parolewasgranted in March 1990. Heremained on supervised
paroleasof thedate of filing hisapplication. The Court of Appealsdenied hisapplication stating that
“A person on paroleisstill serving aprison sentence....\Wewill not even entertain an application to
admit a person to the practice of law when that person isstill directly or indirectly serving aprison
sentence for a crime so severe that disbarment would be clearly necessitated if the crime were
committed by an attorney.” The Court stated that the gpplication was premature.

In the Matter of the Application of Emsean L. Brown for Admission to the Bar of Maryland,
Misc. Docket No. 10, September Term, 2005. The applicant disclosed in hisapplication that he was
convicted of bank fraud in 1991. He was sentenced to 10 months incarceration and 3 years of
probation and ordered to pay restitution to the bank. It wasunclear whether the applicant compl eted
court ordered restitution to the bank. He did not disclose the conviction on his application for
admission to law school in 1999, but disclosed it in the first semester of his second year in law
school, allegedly believing that the conviction had been expunged. He also did not disclose to the
law school that he had been terminated from employment with the bank, and hefailed to disclose
hislapsein hisemployment history because of hisincarceration. The Court found that the applicant
exhibited alack of candor in hislaw school applicationand failed to prove by clear and convincing
evidence that he was rehabilitated after committing a crime of moral turpitude. The applicant was
denied admission.
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Decision Relating to Test Accommodations pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act:

In the Matter of the Application of Robert J.Kimmer for Admission to the Bar of Maryland.,
Misc. Docket No. 12, September Term, 2005. The applicant requested doubl e time and the use of
acomputer to take the bar examination because of an alleged learning disability. Theapplicant had
not been diagnosed with alearning disability or accorded test accommodations prior to law school.
After having the Board's expert review the documentation of the alleged learning disability
submitted by the applicant, the Board denied hisrequest and rej ected hisappeal of that decision. The
applicant obtained atemporary restraining order in state circuit court compelling the Board to grant
him the requested accommodations, and he took the bar examination with those accommodations.
TheBoard advised him that, should he pass the bar examination, he would not be recommended for
admission to the bar unless he first established on the merits that he was entitled to the
accommodations he received. The applicant passed the bar examination. After the Board filed an
exception to hisadmission with the Court of Appeals, the applicant sought to have the circuit court
compel the Board to recommend him for admission to the bar. The Board petitioned the Court of
Appeals to deny the applicant’s admission prior to a hearing on the merits and to affirm that bar
admission decisions are controlled exclusively by the Court of Appeals. The Court of Appeals,
following a hearing on the these questions, issued an opinion and order denying the applicant
admission to the Maryland bar and affirming that all questions regarding bar admissions are to be
decided by the Court of Appeds.

Decisions Involving Constitutional Rights in Admission and Disbarment Proceedings:
In Re Ruffalo, 390 U.S. 544, 20 L. Ed.2d 117 (1968)
Spevack v. Klein, 385 U.S. 511, 17L. Ed.2d 574 (1967)
Willner v. Committee on Character, 373 U.S. 96, 10 L. Ed. 2d 224 (1963)
Konigsberg V. State Bar, 366 U.S. 36, 6L. Ed. 2d 105 (1961)
Konigsberg V. State Bar, 353 U.S. 252, 1L. Ed. 2d 810 (1957)

Schware v. Board of Bar Examiners, 353 U.S. 232, 1L. Ed. 2d 96 (1957)
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